Periodic syphilis profile in a New Delhi hospital.
The study reports the prevalence of syphilis determined at intervals of ten years amongst attendees of the Sexually Transmitted Diseases Centre (STD), in New Delhi, from 1954, to 1994. It was observed that the number of STD cases increased by about eight times in 1984 as compared to 1954. The prevalence of STDs had risen from 5.5 per cent in 1964 to 14.7 per cent in 1994. However, the syphilis load has been decreasing since 1974. Childhood syphilis has decreased from 12.6 per cent in 1954 to 0.5 per cent in 1994. However in adult males it increased from 62.3 per cent in 1954 to 80.4 per cent in 1984. Cardiovascular syphilis was last reported in 1954. The prevalence of syphilis was approximately three times higher in males than in females.